It is indeed a great honour to be a Patron of this very important organisation for the work of ISPO, which began some 25 years ago, provides outstanding care and opportunities for injured peoples throughout the world. 1, myself, was injured in war in Korea 43 years ago and as a young man had no knowledge at all at that time of what lay ahead of me. The very word prosthetic was foreign to me as, of course, was the word orthotic, but I was soon to become familiar with the concept of getting up again having been knocked down.
Your founder, Dr. Knud Jansen, who will be recognised later today in a lecture named after him, had the foresight to see the need for the application of science and technology to assist humans who were injured. Of course, the processes of providing prostheses and orthoses has been in existence since the early times and we are all aware of the peg-leg worn by the pirate chiefs, the various hooks and devices used to simulate a hand, but it is only in recent times that refinements due to science and dedicated people has allowed us to provide items that allow for near perfect function in many cases.
With this, ISPO has developed unequalled expertise in its specialised areas with particular emphasis on education, training in the many specialities that had developed in the two fundamental disciplines and perhaps, most important of all, the wherewithal for quality research, development and evaluation in this ever changing field of medicine. ISPO is a non-governmental organisation, and can justifiably be proud of the good will and true advice it provides to countries and peoples of the world.
I recall after being injured in Korea being evacuated through the American MASH -yes the very MASH that was made famous in the TV series -and I can assure you that the TV series was quite accurate in the description of the equipment and procedures that were used. I owe my life to its skills, but I suppose I have one regret, and that is that I didn't see Hot Lips -she must have been away for the day. It was then that I learned about orthotics in the form of plaster casts and splints and so began an evacuation home through a variety of medical installations comforted by quality care and my broken limbs being properly immobilised. The life of a wounded soldier is different from civilian casualties in that he is evacuated through a series of medical units in which each provides care including surgery, if necessary, to reach home in a good condition for the next phase of care. It was then that I learned of rehabilitation -another new term to me -and I would like to point out how very important this word is to society, and, in particular, its precise meaning: I quote from the Collins dictionary, which says -"rehabilitation: specialised treatment of wounded to restore the patient to full normality".
The meaning of this word has changed over the years realising that return to full normality is not always possible, but I would like to make the point that to return to full normality is still the aim, in my view. I think this is sometimes forgotten in our world of compensation, support programmes, counselling and the like. The best advice I received after being injured and returning to Australia was that in the case of an amputation, in the words of Shakespeare (Macbeth), "What's done cannot be undone", therefore, recognise what you are. This leads on to the philosophy I always recommend to injured people, which is: "It is not what you can't do that matters, it is what you can do that matters". In simple terms, maximise what you are good at, exploit it and the rewards will be there for you in life.
Ladies and Gentlemen, I would like to make reference to a famous Australian specialist in rehabilitative medicine, Dr. Robert Klein, MBE, who founded ISPO in Australia. Dr. Bob Klein is here today and I wish to acknowledge his outstanding work in Australia for thousands of veterans of our armed forces who have passed through the Repatriation Department Clinics over the years receiving world class orthotic and prosthetic care for injuries and ailments sustained in war. It was Dr.
Bob Klein who recognised that our services to our veterans in regard to these specialities were sadly behind world standards and set about putting us equal to the best in the world. I must say I was a beneficiary of his work and sincerely thank him personally, but also, for all others who have had the good fortune to receive the excellent care and skills from the people he has trained throughout Australia. I am not going to give an historical account of the equipment developments over the years except to say that after returning to Australia from Korea, my limbless soldier colleagues of other wars came to help me by promising to find me a job. From their experience amputees could only be employed in limited careers. After some weeks they returned to tell me they had found a job for me as a lift driver. They saw that as the ideal career path for the lower limb amputees. Such was the view in medicine at the time and also the quality of the limbs provided. That has all changed, and indeed, in my later years in the Army as Director General of Medical Services I was able to change the rules to allow amputees, both upper and lower limb, to continue to serve in the forces should they so wish.
Many continued to serve with distinction and I particularly would like to mention a double lower limb amputee from the Vietnam conflict who went on in the Army to study law and only recently retired as the Senior Legal Officer of the Australian Defence Force.
As National President of the RSL I look at many aspects of ISPO that do, and will impinge on the veteran, and indeed, the whole general community in the future. Without doubt two aspects of the future will dominate the requirements of medical care and the work of ISPO. These are:
Firstly, that we are all living longer and that the number of older people in the community requiring special medical care will increase annually for many years to come. They will need the special skills and care of the prosthetist and the orthotist. This demand for such services will grow, I
believe, at a consistent rate for the next 20 years before plateauing. We must be ready for this work.
Secondly, the continuing casualty product of war. It is a fallacy to believe that we will not have continuing victims of war following the cessation of the Cold War. One has only to realise the many campaigns (often called Peace Keeping Operations) that have been going on for years and continue at this moment. The number of land mines laid in recent years in places like Cambodia, Afghanistan and Angola exceed many millions that are currently in the ground and active. Little action is being taken to remove the mines so that casualties are constantly occurring today and predictably will continue. It is a tragedy, but it is true and it means our work will continue to be needed for years to come. I believe this week will prove to be excellent in every way and that all participants who travelled so far will enjoy their stay in Australia and, in particular, enjoy a visit to our southern capital, Melbourne. I do welcome you all most sincerely on behalf of all the organisers of this event, and would particularly like to recognise the oustanding work of Valma Angliss whom you would all know well. She is a remarkable person who has worked tirelessly for some three years to ensure the success of this great occasion. I wish to thank her on behalf of all participants for the outstanding work she has done and recognise that the benefits of this Congress to disabled peoples of the future will be a lasting tribute to her.
Ladies and Gentlemen, I have tried to outline the importance of ISPO, not only now, but into the future, and I wish to commend all involved in this great organisation. I wish you well for the week that follows and that the programme fulfils your aims and objectives. You are needed and 1 wish all of you and the organisation every success in your future endeavours and have great pleasure in officially opening your 8th World Congress in Melbourne on this the 2nd April 1995.
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